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IX. Procla1natiorL of a State of War U1tder Act 
of November 4, 1939. 
(Proclamation No. 2374, 4 Federal Register, 4493.) 
"'\VHEREAS section 1 of the joint resolution of Congress ap-
proved November 4, 1939, provides in part as follows : 
"That whenever the President, or the Congress by con-
current resolution, shall find that there exists a state of war 
bet,veen foreign states, and that it is necessary to promote 
the security or preserve the peace of the United States or 
to protect the lives of citizens of the United States, the 
President shall issue a proclan1ation naming the states in-
volved; and he shall, from time to time, by proclamation~ 
name other states as and when they may becon1e involved in 
the war." 
AND 'VHEREAS it is further provided by section 13 of the 
said joint resolution that 
"The President Inay, from ti1ne to time, promulgate such 
rules and regulations, not inconsistent with law as may be 
necessary and proper to carry out any of the provisions of 
this joint resolution; and he may exercise any power or au-
thority conferred on hin1 by this joint resolution through 
such officer or officers, or agency or agencies, as he shall 
direct." 
No,v, THEREF'ORE, I, FRANKLIN D. RoosEVELT, President of 
the United States of A1nerica, acting under and by virtue of 
the authority conferred on me by the said joint resolution, 
do hereby proclaim that a state of war unhappily exists 
between Germany and France; Poland; and the United 
Kingdom, India, Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the 
Union of South Africa, and that it is necessary to promote 
the security and preserve the peace of the United States and 
to protect the lives of citizens of the United States. 
And I do hereby enjoin upon all officers of the United 
States, charged with the execution of the la,vs thereof, the 
utmost diligence in preventing violations of the said joint 
resolution and in bringing to trial and punislunent any 
offenders against the same. 
And I do hereby delegate to the Secretary of State the 
power to exercise any power or authority conferred on me by 
the said joint resolution, as made effective by this 1ny procla-
146 APPENDIXES 
mation issued thereunder, 'vhich is not specifically delegated 
by Executive order to son1e other officer or agency of this 
Governinent, and the power to promulgate such rules and 
regulations not inconsistent with law as 1nay be necessary 
and proper to carry out any of its provisions. 
And I do hereby revoke my proclamations nos. 2349, 
2354, and 2360 issued on Septe1nber 5, 8, and 10, 1939, respec-
tively, in regard to the export of arms, am1nunition, and 
implements of war to France; Gern1any; Poland; and the 
United l{ingdom, India, Australia, and N e'v Zealand; to 
the Union of South Africa; and to Canada. 
IN 'VITNESS 'VHEREOF, I have hereunto set n1y hand and 
-caused the Seal of the United States of A1nerica to be affixed. 
DoxE at the city of 'Vashington this fourth day of No-
vember, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun-
[sEdL] dred and thirty-nine, and of the Independence 
of the United States of A1nerica the one hundred 
and sixty-fourth, at 12.04 P. 1\I. 
By the President: 
CoRDELL HULL 
Secretary of State. 
FRANKLIN D. RoosEVELT 
X. Proclan~a.tio1~ Deji1'~i1~g Contbat A1~eas. 
(Dept. of State Bulletin, Vol. I, No. 19, November 4, 1939, 
pp. 454--455.) 
'VIIERE~\s section 3 of the joint resolution of Congress ap-
proYecl November 4, 1939, provides as follows: 
"(a) 'Vhenever the President shall have issued a procla-
mation under the authority of section 1 (a), and he shall there-
after find that the protection of citizens of the United States 
so requires, he shall, by proclamation, define combat areas, 
and thereafter it shall be unlawful, except under such rules 
and regulations as may be prescribed, for any citizen of the 
United States or any American vessel to proceed into or 
through any such combat area. The combat areas so defined 
may be made to apply to surface vessels or aircraft, or both. 
"(b) In case of the violation of any of the provisions of this 
section by any American vessel, or any owner or officer there-
of, such vessel, o'vner, or officer shall be fined not more than 
